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Abstract : The Chandigarh city is under the strain of exponential growth of car density across various neighborhood. The
consumerist nature of society today is to be blamed for this menace because everyone wants to own and ride a car. Car
manufacturers are busy selling two or more cars per household. The Regional Transport Offices are busy issuing as many
licenses to new vehicles as they can in order to generate revenue in the form of Road Tax. The car traffic in the neighborhoods
of Chandigarh has reached a tipping point. There needs to be a more empirical and sustainable model of cars per household,
which should be based on specific parameters of livable neighborhoods. Sector 22 in Chandigarh is one of the first residential
sectors to be established in the city. There is scope to think, reflect, and work out a method to know how many cars we need to
sell our citizens before we lose the argument to traffic problems, parking problems, and road rage. This is where the true
challenge of a planner or a designer of the city lies. Currently, in Chandigarh city, there are no clear visible answers to this
problem. The way forward is to look at spatial mapping, planning, and design of car parking units to address the problem,
rather than suggesting extreme measures of banning cars (short-term) or promoting plans for citywide transport (very long-
term). This is a chance to resolve the problem with a pragmatic approach from a citizen’s perspective, instead of an orthodox
development planner’s methodology. Since citizens are at the center of how the problem is to be addressed, acceptable
solutions are more likely to emerge from the car and traffic problem as defined by the citizens. Thus, the idea and its
implementation would be interesting in comparison to the known academic methodologies. The novel and innovative process
would lead to a more acceptable and sustainable approach to the issue of number of car parks in the neighborhood of
Chandigarh city.
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