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Abstract : Indonesia’s Exclusive Economic Zone and the infamous China’s nine-dash line are intersected in Natuna waters.
Even though from Indonesia perspective, that line does not possess any legal basis, China treat that line as their national
boundaries, therefore allowing Chinese fishermen to fish in the area. Under President Joko Widodo leadership, Indonesia which
now focusing to suppress illegal fishing cases while emphasizing their maritime sovereignty is facing an imminent threat from
China’s presence in Natuna. Tension between these countries spiked after three incident happened on 2016, especially after
Indonesian navy shot Chinese fishermen vessel that suspected doing illegal fishing activity. This action seen as an attempt to
secure Indonesia’s law enforcement in their waters after several months before such attempt was intervened by Chinese coast
guard.  Indonesia  tries  to  securitize  this  issue  to  justify  the  shooting  they  done  to  Chinese  vessels.  In  the  process  of
securitization, it is imperative to identify the existential threat that leads to implementation of emergency measures which
responded by units in the cases. Chinese coast guard presence in Natuna perceived as an existential threat to Indonesia,
therefore, responded by shooting to Chinese vessels on the next encounter. This action then responded by Chinese government
who said that there is overlapping claim between them and Indonesia in Natuna.
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