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Abstract : Cybercrime consists of numerous crimes that are perpetrated on the internet on daily basis. The forms include but
not limited to Identity theft, Pretentious dating, Desktop counterfeiting, Internet chat room, Cyber harassment, Fraudulent
electronic  mails,  Automated  Teller  Machine  Spoofing,  Pornography,  Piracy,  Hacking,  Credit  card  frauds,  Phishing  and
Spamming. The general term used among the youths for this type of crime in Nigeria is ‘Yahoo Yahoo’. Cybercrime is on the
increase among the youths at all levels as such this study aims at examining the impact of cybercrime on youth development in
Nigeria. The study examines the impact of cybercrime on youths’ academic performance, integrity, employment and religious
practices. The study is a survey which made use of questionnaire and focus group discussion among 150 randomly selected
youths in Gwagwalada LCDA, Federal Capital  Territory,  Nigeria.  The study adopts the systems theory as its theoretical
framework. The study also adopts the simple frequency table and percentage for its data analysis. The study reveals that
cybercrime has eaten deep into the minds of some youths and some of them are practicing diabolic means to succeed in it. It is
also  reveals  that  majority  (68%)  of  the  respondents  believe  that  cybercrime  impacts  negatively  on  youths’  academic
performance in Nigeria. The major recommendation of this study is that cybercrime offenders should be treated like armed
robbers in order to discourage other youths from getting involved in it.
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