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Abstract : Globally, there is a growing concern on reducing workplace accidents in the informal sector. However, there is a
dearth of study on the perception of the informal workers on occupational risks they are exposed to. The way a worker
perceives the workplace risk will influence his/her risk tolerance and risk behavior. The aim of this paper, therefore, is to have
an in-depth understanding of the way the artisans perceive the risks at their workplace and how it influences their risk
tolerance and risk behavior. This will help in designing meaningful intervention for the artisans and it will assist the policy
makers in formulating a policy that will help them. Methods: Forty-three artisans were purposely selected for the study; data
were generated through observation of the workplace and work practices of the artisans and in-depth interview from
automobile artisans (Panel beater, Mechanic, Vulcanizer, and Painters) in Osun State, Nigeria. The transcriptions were coded
and analyzed using MAXQDA software. Results: The perceived occupational risks among the study groups are a danger of
being run over by oncoming vehicles while working by the roadside, a risk of vehicle falling on workers while working under
the vehicle, cuts, and burns, fire explosion, falls from height and injuries from bursting of tires. The identified risk factors are
carelessness of the workers, pressure from customers, inadequate tools, preternatural forces, God’s will and lack of
apprentices that will assist them in the workplace. Furthermore, the study revealed that artisans engage in risky behavior like
siphoning fuel with mouth because of perception that fuel is good for expelling worms and will make them free from any
stomach upset. Conclusions: The study concluded that risky behaviors are influenced by culture, beliefs, and perception of the
artisans. The study, therefore, suggested proper health and safety education for the artisans.
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