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Abstract : Entrepreneurship is gendered with masculine qualities, yet social enterprise epitomizes caring a feminine quality.
However enterprising practices may have little to do with gender. Consequently, the purpose of this paper is to examine
practices using two very different explanatory theories, feminist and institutional theory, to establish the role played by gender.
This study is situated in KP, the poor but traditional north of Pakistan. Utilising on an interpretive qualitative research
approach, this research collected data through in-depth interviews with ten women social entrepreneurs of KP, Pakistan and
analyzed using thematic analysis. Empirically, this paper identifies and describes on a number of interesting themes that relate
to the women entrepreneurship such as  'women empowerment,  patriarchal  culture,  role  of  culture and societal  norms,
religious extremism and terrorism, forced entrepreneurs, change creators, institutional corruption, and security issues'. In
addition, female social enterprise in KP is set in a patriarchal, masculine culture, but the practices negotiate institutional
obstacles to bring benefits to the disenfranchised. Finally, this research claims to present an original insight into female social
entrepreneurship  in  a  developing  country  context  and  provide  fresh  theoretical  and  empirical  perspectives  to  advance
knowledge and scholarship.
Keywords : female social entrepreneurship, institutional theory, feminist theory, developing countries
Conference Title : ICSEI 2018 : International Conference on Social Enterprise and Innovation
Conference Location : Singapore, Singapore
Conference Dates : January 08-09, 2018

World Academy of Science, Engineering and Technology
International Journal of Social and Business Sciences

Vol:12, No:01, 2018

O
pe

n 
Sc

ie
nc

e 
In

de
x,

 S
oc

ia
l a

nd
 B

us
in

es
s 

Sc
ie

nc
es

 V
ol

:1
2,

 N
o:

01
, 2

01
8 

pu
bl

ic
at

io
ns

.w
as

et
.o

rg
/a

bs
tr

ac
ts

/8
30

07
.p

df

ISNI:0000000091950263International Scholarly and Scientific Research & Innovation 12(01) 2018 1

https://publications.waset.org/abstracts/83007.pdf

