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Abstract : The Leeds Parallel Corpus of Arabic-English Constitutions is a parallel corpus for the Arabic legal domain. Analysis
of legal language via Corpus Linguistics techniques is an important development. In legal proceedings, a corpus-based
approach to disambiguating meaning is set to replace the dictionary as an interpretative tool, and legal scholarship in the
States is now attuned to the potential for Text Analytics over vast quantities of text-based legal material, following the business
and medical industries. This trend is reflected in Europe: the interdisciplinary research group in Computer Assisted Legal
Linguistics mines big data collections of legal and non-legal texts to analyse: legal interpretations; legal discourse; the
comprehensibility of legal texts; conflict resolution; and linguistic human rights. This paper focuses on ‘dignity’ as an important
aspect of the overarching concept of human rights in current constitutions across the Arab world. We have compiled a parallel,
Arabic-English raw text corpus (169,861 Arabic words and 205,893 English words) from reputable websites such as the World
Intellectual Property Organisation and CONSTITUTE, and uploaded and queried our corpus in Sketch Engine. Our most
challenging task was sentence-level alignment of Arabic-English data. This entailed manual intervention to ensure
correspondence on a one-to-many basis since Arabic sentences differ from English in length and punctuation. We have
searched for morphological variants of ‘dignity’ (0 J000, karama) in the Arabic data and inspected their English translation
equivalents. The term occurs most frequently in the Sudanese constitution (10 instances), and not at all in the constitution of
Palestine. Its most frequent collocate, determined via the logDice statistic in Sketch Engine, is ‘human’ as in ‘human dignity’.
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