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Abstract : Studies indicate that gender equality and corruption are negatively correlated. This has been attributed to two
opposing arguments - 'fairer-sex' and 'fairer-system'. Though there is no agreement on the reason for the correlation, it has
been suggested that gender equality can be actively pursued as a means of combating corruption and instituting good
governance in countries perceived to be more corrupt. This paper explores the relationship between gender, corruption and
good governance in Nigeria. With the aid of secondary empirical data from various sources including Transparency
International Corruption Perceptions Index, World Values Survey, World Bank Enterprise Survey and Afrobarometer, a
correlation is established between gender and corruption and the causative factors are explored in the Nigerian context. On
the basis of the above, the paper demonstrates that though a numerical increase of women in leadership/influence may result
in the achievement of gender equality in Nigeria, true equality must go beyond numbers if it is to be used as a means for
instituting good governance.
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