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Abstract : Despite widely reported 'Mainland-Hong Kong conflicts', recent years have witnessed progressive growth in the
numbers of Mainland Chinese students in Hong Kong’s universities. This research investigated Mainland Chinese students’
intercultural communication in relation to cross-cultural adaptation in a major university in Hong Kong. The features of
intercultural communication examined in this study were competence in the second language (L2) communication and L2
Willingness to Communicate (WTC), while the features of cross-cultural adaptation examined were socio-cultural, psychological
and academic adaptation. Based on a questionnaire, structural equation modelling was conducted among a sample of 196
Mainland Chinese students. Results showed that the competence in L2 communication played a significant role in L2 WTC,
which had an influential effect on academic adaptation, which was itself identified as a mediator between the psychological
adaptation and socio-cultural adaptation. Implications for curriculum design for courses and instructional practice on
international students are discussed.
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