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Abstract : Background: Torus palatinus is a bony protuberance in the hard palate. Sex and race are considered as influencing
factors for the development of torus palatinus. Hence, the objective of this study was to determine the prevalence and
characteristics of torus palatinus and its correlation with sex and ethnicity among Western Indonesian Population. Methods:
We conducted  a  descriptive  and  analytical  study  employing  cross-sectional  design  in  274  new students  of  Universitas
Indonesia.  Data  were  collected  by  using  consecutive  sampling  method  through  questionnaire-filling  and  direct  oral
examination. Subject with racial background other than indigenous Indonesian Mongol were excluded from this study. Data
were statistically analyzed using chi square test for categorical variables whereas logistic regression model was employed to
assess the correlation between variables of interest with prevalence of torus palatinus. Results: Torus palatinus were found in
212 subjects (77.4%), mostly small in size (< 3 mm) and single in number, with percentage of 50.5% and 90.6%, respectively.
The prevalence of torus palatinus were significantly higher in women (OR 2.88; 95% CI: 1.53-5.39; p = 0.001), dominated by
medium-sized and single tori. There was no significant correlation between ethnicity and the occurrence of torus palatinus
among Western Indonesian population. Conclusion: Torus palatinus was prevalent among Western Indonesian population. It
showed significant positive correlation with sex, but not with ethnicity.
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