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Abstract : The objective of this study was to identify the cultural dimensions of the terms unplanned pregnancy and unwanted
pregnancy built by adolescent women, through the focus of the social representations. Two associative methods were used:
free listings and the paired comparison. 72 female students between the ages of 15 and 19 were interviewed, from the
downtown area of Leon Guanajuato, Mexico. Words related to inducer terms were classified into five thematic categories:
facilitators,  consequences,  reactions,  expectations,  and  lexicon.  The  results  showed  that  the  social  representations  of
unplanned pregnancy highlighted elements related to economic difficulties and negative emotional aspects, while unwanted
pregnancy was associated with negative emotional aspects such as anger, anxiety, and sadness. The meanings each person
attributes to terms related to pregnancy are culturally constructed and differ between populations; therefore, more attention
should be paid to understanding the cultural meanings and attitudes of people in fertility decision-making, including also the
views of adolescent men and other types of population, stratified by age groups and social conditions.
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