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Abstract : The article presents the results of the creative analysis and comparison of trends in the development of the theory
of  public  administration  during  the  period  from  the  second  half  of  the  20<sup>th</sup>  to  the  beginning  of  the
21<sup>st</sup> century. The process of conceptualization of the priorities of public administration in the dynamics of
reforming was held under the influence of such factors as globalization, integration, information and technological changes and
human rights is examined. The priorities of the social state in the concepts of the second half of the 20<sup>th</sup> century
are studied.  Peculiar  approaches to determining the priorities of  public  administration in the countries of  &quot;Soviet
dictatorship&quot; in Central and Eastern Europe in the same period are outlined. Particular attention is paid to the priorities
of public administration regarding the interaction between public power and society and the development of conceptual
foundations for the modern managerial process. There is a thought that the dynamics of the formation of concepts of the
European governance is characterized by the sequence of priorities: from socio-economic and moral-ethical to organizational-
procedural and non-hierarchical ones. The priorities of the &quot;welfare state&quot; were focused on the decent level of
material wellbeing of population. At the same time, the conception of &quot;minimal state&quot; emphasized priorities of
human responsibility for their own fate under the conditions of minimal state protection. Later on, the emphasis was placed on
horizontal ties and redistribution of powers and competences of &quot;effective state&quot; with its developed procedures and
limits  of  responsibility  at  all  levels  of  government and in close cooperation with the civil  society.  The priorities of  the
contemporary period are concentrated on human rights in the concepts of &quot;good governance&quot; and all the following
ones, which recognize the absolute priority of public administration with compliance, provision and protection of human rights.
There is a proved point of view that civilizational changes taking place under the influence of information and technological
imperatives also stipulate changes in priorities, redistribution of emphases and update principles of managerial concepts on
the basis of publicity, transparency, departure from traditional forms of hierarchy and control in favor of interactivity and inter-
sectoral interaction, decentralization and humanization of managerial processes. The necessity to permanently carry out the
reorganization, by establishing the interaction between different participants of public power and social relations, to establish
a balance between political forces and social interests on the basis of mutual trust and mutual understanding determines
changes  of  social,  political,  economic  and  humanitarian  paradigms  of  public  administration  and  their  theoretical
comprehension. The further studies of theoretical foundations of modern public administration in interdisciplinary discourse in
the context of ambiguous consequences of the globalizational and integrational processes of modern European state-building
would be advisable. This is especially true during the period of political transformations and economic crises which are the
characteristic of the contemporary Europe, especially for democratic transition countries.
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