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Abstract : There exists a challenge of accommodating/integrating people at risk and those from various backgrounds in urban
areas. The success of interdependence as a tool for survival largely rests on the mutually beneficial relationships amongst
individuals within a given society. One approach to meeting this challenge has been written by Ivan Illich in his book, Tools for
Conviviality, where he defines 'conviviality' as interactions that help individuals. With the goal of helping the community and
applying conviviality as a principle to actors in both natural and social realms of Moss Park in Toronto, the proposal involves
redesigning the park and buildings as a series of different health care, extended learning, employment support, armoury, and
recreation facilities that integrate the exterior landscape as treatment, teaching, military, and recreation areas; in other words,
the proposal links services with access to park space. While buildings are traditionally known to physically provide shelter,
parks embody shelter and act as service, as people often find comfort and relief from being in nature, and Moss Park, in
particular, is home to many people at risk. This landscape is not only an important space for the homeless community but also
the rest of the neighborhood. The thesis proposes that the federal government rebuilds the current armoury, as it is an
obsolete building while acknowledging the extensive future developments proposed by developers and its impact on public
space. The neighbourhood is an underserved area, and the new design develops not just a new armoury, but also a complex of
interrelated services, which are completely integrated into the park. The armoury is redesigned as an integral component of
the community that not only serves as training facilities for reservists but also serves as an emergency shelter in sub-zero
temperatures for the homeless community. This paper proposes a new design for Moss Park through examining how 'park
buildings', interconnected buildings and parks, can foster empowering relationships that create a supportive public realm.
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