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Abstract : Previous research demonstrated that self-objectification (women view themselves as objects for use) is related to
system-justification. Three studies investigated whether cultural disposition as its system-justifying function could have an
impact on self-objectification and dehumanization of sexualized women and men. Study 1 (N = 91) employed a survey
methodology to examine the relationship between cultural disposition (collectivism vs. individualism), trait of system-
justification, and self-objectification. The results showed that the higher tendency of collectivism was related to stronger
system-justification and self-objectification. Study 2 (N = 60 females) introduced a single category implicit association task
(SC-IAT) to assess the extent to which sexually objectified women were associated with uniquely human attributes (i.e., culture)
compared to animal-related attributes (i.e., nature). According to results, female participants associated sexually objectified
female targets less with human attributes compared to animal-related attributes. Study 3 (N = 46) investigated whether
priming to individualism or collectivism was associated to system justification and sexual objectification of men and women
with the use of a recognition task involving upright and inverted pictures of sexualized women and men. The results indicated
that the female participants primed to individualism showed an inversion effect for sexualized women and men (person-like
recognition), whereas there was no inversion effect for sexualized women in the priming condition of collectivism (object-like
recognition). This implies that cultural disposition plays a mediating role for rationalizing the gender status, implicit
dehumanization of sexualized females and self-objectification. Future research directions are discussed.
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