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Abstract : The German word Bildung in a comprehensive understanding can be defined as the development of the personality
and as a process, which lasts from birth, or even before birth, until death. Gaining experience, acquiring abilities and
knowledge as a lifelong learning process is what Bildung means. The development of the personality is intransitive because of
the personality’s development itself, and transitive because of influences on the formation of a person by individuals and
institutions. In public and political discussions, the term Bildung is understood with a constricted usage as education at
schools. This leads to the research question, which consequences this limited comprehension of the term Bildung implies and
how a comprehensive term of Bildung has to be defined. In discussions, Bildung is limited to its formal part. The limited
understanding prevents from accurate analyses and discussions as well as adequate actions. This hypothesis and the research
issue will be processed by theoretical analyses of the factors of Bildung, guideline-controlled expert interviews and a
qualitative content analysis. The limited understanding on the term Bildung is a methodological problem. This results in
inaccuracies in the analysis of the processes of Bildung and their effects on the development of personality structures. On the
one hand, an individual is influenced by formal structures in the system of Bildung (e.g. schools) and on the other hand an
individual is influenced by gained individual and informal personality and character attributes. In general, too little attention is
given to these attributes and individual qualifications. The aim of this work is to demonstrate informative terms so the
educational process with all its facets could be considered and applicable analyses can be made. If the informative terms can
be defined, it’s also possible to identify and discuss the components of a comprehensive term Bildung to enable correct action.
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