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Abstract : With the withdrawal, in 2016, of 3 African states from the ICC, the discourse took an interesting twist. African
states, or at least some of them, had now shown their resolve to part ways with the ICC and, by implication, focus on further
enthroning regional control and governance through an improved continental justice system. A range of views has been
expressed over the years on the allegations of bias by some African states and the continued membership of the ICC. While
there may be a split on the merits of the allegations of bias, academic analysts have generally not opposed African states’
membership of the ICC nor been particularly optimistic about the prospects of an African criminal court. There is also a degree
of ambivalence on whether there are positives to be taken from African states’ withdrawal from the ICC. This article examines
the recent developments with the ICC and analyses whether these could be viewed from the positive (or, at least, alternative)
spectrum of the AU’s spirited march towards regional sovereignty or entirely negatively from the point of view of African
Heads-of-State seeking to enthrone an era of authoritarianism and non-accountability.
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