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Abstract : This paper will aim to discuss the importance of value-added services provided by Science and Technology Parks for
entrepreneurship development in Turkey. Entrepreneurship is vital subject for all countries. It has not only fostered economic
development but also promoted innovation at local and international levels. To foster high tech entrepreneurship ecosystem,
Technopark (Science and Technology Park/STP) concept was initiated with the establishment of Silicon Valley in the 1950s.
The success and rise of Silicon Valley led to the spread of technopark activities. Developed economies have been setting up
projects to plan and build STPs since the 1960s and 1970s. To promote the establishment of STPs, necessary legislations were
made by Ministry of Science, Industry, and Technology in 2001, Technology Development Zones Law (No. 4691) and it has
been revised in 2016 to provide more supports. STPs’ basic aim is to provide customers high-quality office spaces with various
'value  added  services'  such  as  business  development,  network  connections,  cooperation  programs,  investor/customers
meetings and internationalization services. For this aim, STPs should help startups deal with difficulties in the early stages and
to support mature companies’ export activities in the foreign market. STPs should support the production, commercialization
and more significantly internationalization of technology-intensive business and foster growth of companies. Nowadays within
this value-added services, internationalization is very popular subject in the world. Most of STPs design clusters or accelerator
programs in order to support their companies in the foreign market penetration. If startups are not ready for international
competition, STPs should help them to get ready for foreign market with training and mentoring sessions. These training and
mentoring sessions should take a goal based approach to working with companies. Each company has different needs and
goals. Therefore the definition of ‘success' varies for each company. For this reason, it is very important to create customized
value added services to meet the needs of startups. After local supports, STPs should also be able to support their startups in
foreign market. Organizing well defined international accelerator program plays an important role in this mission. Turkey is
strategically placed between key markets in Europe, Russia, Central Asia and the Middle East. Its population is young and well
educated. So both government agencies and the private sectors endeavor to foster and encourage entrepreneurship ecosystem
with many supports. In sum, the task of technoparks with these and similar value added services is very important for
developing entrepreneurship ecosystem. The priorities of all value added services are to identify the commercialization and
growth obstacles faced by entrepreneurs and get rid of them with the one-to-one customized services. Also, in order to have a
healthy  startup ecosystem and create  sustainable  entrepreneurship,  stakeholders  (technoparks,  incubators,  accelerators,
investors, universities, governmental organizations etc.) should fulfill their roles and/or duties and collaborate with each other.
STPs play an important role as bridge for these stakeholders & entrepreneurs. STPs always should benchmark and renew
services offered to how to help the start-ups to survive, develop their business and benefit from these stakeholders.
Keywords : accelerator, cluster, entrepreneurship, startup, technopark, value added services
Conference Title : ICEIRD 2018 : International Conference on Entrepreneurship, Innovation and Regional Development
Conference Location : Barcelona, Spain
Conference Dates : August 20-21, 2018

World Academy of Science, Engineering and Technology
International Journal of Economics and Management Engineering

Vol:12, No:08, 2018

O
pe

n 
Sc

ie
nc

e 
In

de
x,

 E
co

no
m

ic
s 

an
d 

M
an

ag
em

en
t E

ng
in

ee
rin

g 
Vo

l:1
2,

 N
o:

08
, 2

01
8 

pu
bl

ic
at

io
ns

.w
as

et
.o

rg
/a

bs
tr

ac
ts

/8
22

32
.p

df

ISNI:0000000091950263International Scholarly and Scientific Research & Innovation 12(08) 2018 1

https://publications.waset.org/abstracts/82232.pdf

