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Abstract : There is a need for academic research to focus on solving or contributing to solving real-world societal problems.
Transdisciplinary research (TDR) provides a way to produce functional and applicable research findings, which can be used to
advance developmental causes. This TDR study explores ways in which South Africa’s spatial divide, entrenched through
decades of discriminatory planning policies, can be restructured to bring about equitable access to places of employment,
business, leisure, and service for previously marginalised South Africans. It does by exploring the potential of the transit-
orientated development (TOD) model to restructure and revitalise urban spaces in a collaborative model. The study focuses,
through a case study, on the Du Toit station precinct in the town of Stellenbosch, on the peri-urban edge of the city of Cape
Town, South Africa. The TOD model is increasingly viewed as an effective strategy for creating sustainable urban
redevelopment initiatives, and it has been deployed successfully in other parts of the world. The model, which emphasises
development density, diversity of land-use and infrastructure and transformative design, is customisable to a variety of country
contexts. This study made use of case study approach with mixed methods to collect and analyse data. Various research
methods used include the above-mentioned focus group discussions and interviews, as well as observation, transect walks This
research contributes to the professional development of TDR studies that are focused on urbanisation issues.
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