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Abstract : Native folk theatre and folk songs have a significant influence on the origin and development of Indian cinema.
Therefore, the presence of songs and music has been an integral part and special characteristics of Indian cinema which is
popularly known as Bollywood.  An Indian cinema without songs,  either in Hindi  or other regional  languages,  is  simply
unimaginable. The present paper, in the first part, attempts to explain the use and need of musical songs and also the
psychology of Indian audience in this respect with reference to some of the films which give primary importance to songs. In
the second part, the paper tries to situate the present study in the context by referring to the Hindi language drama film
Teesari Kasam directed by Basu Bhattacharys. The film is based on the Hindi novelist Phanishwarnath Renu’s short story
Teesari Kasam (Mare Gaye Gulfam) in this adapted film, the director has made use of eight songs, but these songs are the
extensive versions of the songs as used in the original story. Thus, the main aim of the paper is to underscore the fact that
through artistic use of the musical, the director has succeeded in transforming the central feelings conveyed in the original
story. Eventually, through the present study of the film adaptation, the relevance of songs in films will be illustrated and
understood.
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