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Abstract : Forced Displacement of marginalised groups has been widely debated whole across the world, including India. This
paper will do a gender analysis of Development Induced Displacement(DID) in tribal indigenous societies of North East India
(NEI), a region that is frequently quoted as a relatively gender equal society as compared to the other parts of India. The
central argument of the paper concerns how patriarchies in the discourses of the state and societies work together in shaping a
particular gendered experience for women (and men) - in this context a violent gendered transformation in displaced
indigenous communities. The primary analysis of the paper will be centered on the acquisition of Common Property Resources
(CPRs) under the Land Law of India which has devastating consequences for the tribal women since CPRs forms the basis of
their high status, identity and autonomy. Tracing the trajectory of DID in the NEI since 1947 to 2010, this paper will locate the
violent gendered transition that these tribal societies have undergone during this period vis.a.vis their tradition which was
grounded on a far more gender equal worldview. The paper will place this argument in terms of the lost status and
impoverishment of tribal women in the social and economic domain reflected in terms of loss of property and land ownership
rights, monetisation of the tribal economy under the sole custody of the men, forced internalisation of this reduced status by
the women themselves and so on. DID in this sense will not only be understood as only physical displacement, but also as social
and cultural displacement. Interviews of people displaced/affected by the development projects will be the primary mode of
data collection which will be supplemented with documentary research using Government Data, and local archives of the
region.
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