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Abstract : Sports stadiums are not merely public amenities for entertainment and recreation for a city. They are buildings with
extremely high construction investment and running costs which holds the supreme responsibility of social integration, nation
building and financial upliftment of the community apart from its primary motive of conducting and promotion of the sports.
But the present scenario of sports performances at international events and growing physical inactivity among the youth in
India show that the sports facilities are far behind in achieving these goals. A pilot study of Indira Gandhi Sports complex in
Vijayawada, Andhra Pradesh gave an indication of underutilization of sports stadia in India. This probed a crying need for the
assessment of the present usage and functioning of the major sports (non-cricketing) facilities within the country. This paper
assesses the sustainability of stadiums built for national and international sporting (non-cricket) events in terms of sporting,
socio-cultural and financial sustainability by mainly focusing on their usage in non-event days. The criteria for the assessment
and comparison of the stadiums within the nation is done using World Stadium Index and GDI (Gross Domestic Income) while
with international counterparts using WSI and GNI (Gross National Income). The pilot case of India Gandhi Sports complex in
Vijayawada is further investigated for a deeper understanding of the present usage, the existing issues for its underutilization
and the way-forward (at least a few) to reach its sustainable potential. The paper finally concludes with the discussion on
whether sports stadiums are being utilized to its financial potential and if it is at par with its international counterparts.
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