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Abstract : Open and semi-open spaces in educational buildings like corridors, mid landings, seating spaces, lobby, courtyards
are  traditionally  have  been  the  places  of  social  communion  and  interaction  which  helps  in  promoting  the  knowledge,
performance,  activeness,  and motivation  in  students.  Factors  like  availability  of  land,  commercialization,  of  educational
facilities, especially in e-techno and smart schools, led to closed classrooms to accommodate students thereby lack quality open
and semi-open spaces. This insufficient attention towards open space design which is a means of informal learning misses an
opportunity to encourage the student’s skill development, behavior and learning skills. The core objective of this paper is to
find the level of impact on student learning behavior and to identify the suitable proportions and configuration of spaces that
shape the schools. In order to achieve this, different types of open spaces in schools and their impact on student’s performance
in various existing models are analysed using case studies to draw some design principles. The study is limited to indoor open
spaces like corridors, break out spaces and courtyards. The expected outcome of the paper is to suggest better design
considerations for the development of semi-open and open spaces which functions as an element for informal learnings. Its
focus is to provide further thinking on designing and development of open spaces in educational buildings.
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