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Abstract : The international campaign, '16 Days of Activism against Gender Based Violence', seeks to raise awareness and
understanding of gender based violence in a variety of settings. The campaign requires its participants to join in for advancing
the right to education and challenging violence, discrimination, and inequality and take into account intersections such as
gender, race, ethnicity, religion, sexual orientation, socio-economic status and other social identifiers. The authors of this paper
are both clinic supervisors at Northumbria University in Newcastle Upon Tyne, England. As part of their research project, the
authors are going to ask final year students on the MLaw degree at Northumbria University to become involved in the
campaign by participating in a variety of awareness-raising activities during the course of the 16 days, which runs from 27
November 2017 until 10 December 2017. As part of the campaign, the authors will be running the following activities for
students to participate in 1. Documentary showing of Banaz, a love story followed by discussion group. 2. 16 blogs for 16 days.
Students will contribute to our family law blog over the 16 days, with articles about gender based violence. 3. Guest lecture on
domestic violence (potentially run by a domestic violence organisation) 4. Workshop by Professor Ruth Lewis who will be
presenting her innovative research in gender based violence and online abuse. 5. Poster competition - the students are asked to
submit a poster about the different forms of gender based violence or proposals for ending violence against women and girls.
The research aims are to identify whether participation in the project: 1. increases the students' engagement with issues of
gender justice 2. is an effective educational tool for raising the students' awareness and understanding of gender based
violence in its many forms. 3. increases the students' understanding of the domestic and international framework for protecting
victims (in particular women and children) of gender based violence. After the activities, an impartial, experienced researcher
will be holding a focus group with volunteering students to discuss their experiences of participating in the activities and
whether they felt that participation in the project achieved the aims set out above. This paper will discuss the activities
undertaken by the students and will address the data gathered during the focus group. Finally, the authors will discuss their
thoughts on whether awareness of gender-based violence and other international family law issues can be appropriately raised
in an educational setting.
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