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Abstract : The objective of this paper is to analyze the relationship between return migration in Ecuador and economic
growth. The improvement of macroeconomic conditions in Latin America, starting in 2012, makes the region a new migratory
destination, in both senses in north-south and south-south flows. Current studies highlight only the role of the entrepreneurial
migrant in generating employment and economic growth in the region. Nevertheless, it has not been considered that not all
migrants are entrepreneurs and that  not  all  entrepreneurs contribute to economic growth.  This  research compares the
socioeconomic and labor characteristics of migrant returnees working as freelancers in Ecuador. The principal aim is to
demystify the role of migrant entrepreneurs in regional growth and to identify socioeconomic characteristics that can enhance
growth. A panel econometric model was used, which is part of the information from labor and macroeconomic surveys.
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