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Abstract : The article deals with possibilities of using cheap mobile devices with the combination of free or open source
software tools as an alternative to professional hardware and software equipment. Especially in social work, it is important to
find cheap yet functional solution that can compete with complex but expensive solutions for digitizing paper materials. Our
research was focused on the analysis of cheap and affordable solutions for digitizing the most frequently used paper materials
that are being commonly used by terrain workers in social work. We used comparative analysis as a research method. Social
workers need to process data from paper forms quite often. It is still more affordable, time and cost-effective to use paper
forms to get feedback in many cases. Collecting data from paper quizzes and questionnaires can be done with the help of
professional scanners and software.  These technologies are very powerful  and have advanced options for digitizing and
processing digitized data, but are also very expensive. According to results of our study, the combination of open source
software and mobile phone or cheap scanner can be considered as a cost-effective alternative to professional equipment.
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