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Abstract : Reproduction is a complex term in a setting where it is continuously being shaped by epistemological shifts in
knowledge. It denotes not just fertility, birth and childcare related practices but also the ideas that shape those practices.
These ideas and practices figure into understandings of social and cultural renewal. Patriarchy continues to be a dominating
force in the formation of these ideas and practices. Contemporary times are characterized by the resurgence of the whims of
patriarchal  politics  in  delineating  the  margins  of  women’s  health  care.  This  has  further  emboldened  the  struggle  for
reproductive rights on the global stage. The paper examines the subordination of the right to bodily autonomy of women within
the ambit of their reproductive rights. Reproductive rights are recognized human rights and women’s rights. Why these rights
of women face stiff opposition is established, as is the structure that creates hurdles to their enjoyment. The negotiation of this
structure in the everyday life through women’s agency is also established. The reproductive sphere includes not just the
process of reproduction but also social reproduction- domestic work, spheres of production and reproduction, population and
birth (control) issues.
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