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Abstract : Because of China’s continued economic growth and dominance, increasingly many students of Chinese from
western countries are interested in pursuing careers related to China. Unless we do more to teach them about contemporary
Chinese society and Chinese cultural  codes,  however,  few will  be able to do so successfully.  Most traditional  language
textbooks treat these topics only cursorily, and, because of the rapid pace of China’s social and economic development, what
they do cover is frequently outdated and insufficient. However, understanding contemporary Chinese society and Chinese
cultural codes is essential to successfully negotiating real-world China. The current paper details one of the main ways in
which the presenter has dealt with this educational lacuna: the development and implementation of a series of teaching
modules for advanced Chinese language classes. Each module explores a particular area, provides resources, and raises
questions to engage students in strengthening their language and cultural competencies. The teaching modules address four
main areas: (1) Chinese behavioral culture; (2) critical issues in contemporary China; (3) current events in China; and (4) great
social transformations in contemporary China. The presenter will also discuss lessons learned and insights gained during the
development and implementation process as well as the benefits of using these modules. In addition, the presenter will offer
suggestions for the application of these modules, so that other language teachers will be able to make better use of them in
their own classrooms.
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