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Abstract : Teaching of science must transcend simple transmission of fundamental concepts and allow scientific literacy, as a
process for understanding the human being as an integral part of a complex and interdependent whole. In this context,
approaching the theme ‘Antarctica’ in deaf education is an important advance for teaching, considering that that continent has
direct interactions with the climatic and environmental system of the planet. Therefore, textbooks can be important tools to
enable the Deaf Community to access the discussion about the natural environment. A specific script was used to analyze
textbooks adopted by schools in the Rio de Janeiro Metropolitan Region. Results show that none of the 14 analyzed books have
a specific chapter on the theme, some presents images of the continent without reference to their environmental importance,
and the complementary texts present in the analyzed material do not address the theme either. It is concluded that the study
on Antarctica and global changes in elementary education is still incipient and the material used by most Brazilian public
schools does not contemplate that subject in an accessible way for the deaf person. This fact represents the distance between
deaf students and their environment, denoting the need for actions to promote that and other neglected themes in Science
teaching.
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