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Abstract : Hiring a second teacher to accompany deaf students inserted at Brazilian inclusive school system has raised
questions about its role in the educational process of deaf students. Federal policies determine that deaf students inserted in
regular education are accompanied by sign language interpreters, which leads to the understanding that the second teacher
should assume this function. However, what those professionals do is to assume the function of teaching deaf student, instead
of the classroom main teacher. Historical-Cultural Psychology was used as a reference for analysis, which aimed to identify the
social function of the second teacher in the classroom. Two studies were accomplished in the public schools of Sao Paulo State:
In Study 1, videotaped lectures provided by the Department of Education for collective reflection about the second teacher's
role were examined, to identify the social meaning of that professional activity. Study 2 aimed to analyze the process of
assigning personal sense to the teacher activity, considering the opinions of 21 professionals from Sao Paulo. Those teachers
were interviewed individually with the support of a semi-structured interview. The analysis method utilized was: empirical
description of data; development of categories, for reality abstraction; identifying the unit analysis; and return to reality, in
order to explain it. Study 1 showed that the social meaning of the second teacher's activity is, also, to teach. However, Study 2
showed that this meaning is not shared among professionals of the school, so they understand that they must act as sign
language interpreters. That comprehension causes a disruption between social meaning and the personal sense they attach to
their activity. It also shows the need of both teachers at the classroom planning and executing activity together. On the
contrary, a relationship of subordination of one teacher to another was identified, excluding the second teacher and the deaf
student of the main activity. Results indicate that the second teacher, as a teacher, must take the responsibility for deaf student
education, consciously, and to promote the full development of the subjects involved.
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