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Abstract : It is observed that some of the dental students in our setting take less interest in medical subjects. Various teaching
methods are focus of  research interest  currently  and being tried to generate interest  among students.  An approach of
interactive integrated tutorial was used to assess its feasibility in teaching medical subjects to dental undergraduates. The aim
was to generate interest and promote active self-learning among students. The objectives were to (1) introduce the integrated
interactive learning method through two departments, (2) get feedback from the students and faculty on feasibility and
effectiveness of this method. Second-year students in Bachelor of Dental Surgery course were divided into two groups. Each
group was asked to study physiology and pathology of a common and important condition (anemia and hypertension) in a
week’s time. During the tutorial, students asked questions on physiology and pathology of that condition from each other in the
presence of teachers of both physiology and pathology departments. The teachers acted only as facilitators. After the session,
the feedback from students and faculty on this alternative learning method was obtained. Results: Majority of the students felt
that  this  method of  learning is  enjoyable,  helped to develop reasoning skills  and ability  to  correlate and integrate the
knowledge from two related fields. Majority of the students felt that this kind of learning led to better understanding of the
topic  and motivated them towards  deep learning.  Teachers  observed that  the  study promoted interdepartmental  cross-
discipline collaboration and better students’ linkages. Conclusion: Interactive integrated tutorial is effective in motivating
dental students for better and deep learning of medical subjects.
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