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Abstract : This study aims to investigate the relationship between international students’ (ISs) trust of others (Japanese people
and other different-language speakers) and intercultural adaptation in Japan, controlling for the effects of language abilities
(both Japanese and English) and their liking of Japanese students. A total of 206 ISs completed a questionnaire survey
measuring their degree of liking of general Japanese students (JSs) and trust of others, their most frequently contact persons
and their communication ways, their received social support from same-language speakers, Japanese native speakers and other
different-language speakers, and their degree of feeling been accepted, and so on. The following results were observed. (a)
Neither Japanese language nor English language had significant effects on their sense of acceptance, while their degree of
liking of JSs and trust of others had significant positive effects on it; (b) ISs’ Japanese language, along with their trust of others,
led them to receive more social support from Japanese people, which helped raise their sense of acceptance in Japan; (c) ISs’
English language and their trust of others helped them receive more social support from other different- language speakers,
which led them to feel been accepted in Japan. The importance of distinguishing between the effects of trust of Japanese people
on intercultural adaptation and the effects of trust of other different-language speakers on intercultural adaptation is
discussed.

Keywords : international students in Japan, language abilities, social support, sense of acceptance, trust of others.
Conference Title : ICCC 2017 : International Conference on Communication and Culture

Conference Location : Kyoto, Japan

Conference Dates : November 16-17, 2017

Open Science Index, Social and Business Sciences Vol:11, No:11, 2017 publications.waset.org/abstracts/81204.pdf

International Scholarly and Scientific Research & Innovation 11(11) 2017 1 ISNI:0000000091950263


https://publications.waset.org/abstracts/81204.pdf

