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Abstract : High school students’ with emotional and behavioral disorders (EBD) are one of the most underserved populations
in today's schools. Using a multiple case study methodology, interviews were conducted to examine current practices and
perceptions of the communication practices of teachers working with high school students with EBD. These interviews involved
questions about general communication instances which occurred each week, communication strategies used each week, and
how progress was being made on forming relationships with parents.  Results  confirm previous researchers’  hypotheses
regarding methods, purposes, and regularity of positive communication incidences. Communication that met the positive goals
of nurturing and maintaining relationships was open and frequent, reciprocal, and informal. Limitations are discussed as well
as issues of trustworthiness. The case study concludes with a discussion and suggestions for high school special educators of
students with EBD.
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