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Abstract : The thought process of the character is never more evident than when singing alone onstage. The composer scores
the emotional state and the lyricist voices the inner conflict as the character shares with an audience her or his deepest
feelings. It is at these moments that a character may be thought of as voicing her or his inner monologue. Using examples from
several musical theatre songs, this presentation will look at a codified approach to analyze a song from a more psychological
perspective. Using the clues from the score, traditional character analysis and a psychological-based scoring method an actor
may explore more fully inhabit and express the sung and unsung thoughts of the character. The approach yields a richer and
more complex approach to acting the song.
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