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Abstract : Nepal is highly impacted by climate change and adaptation has been a major focus. This paper investigates the gaps
and coherence in national policies across water, forestry, local development and agriculture sectors, identifies their links to
climate change adaptation and national development plans and analyzes the effectiveness of climate change policy on
adaptation. The study was based on a content analysis of relevant policy documents on the level of attention given to
adaptation and key informant interviews. Findings show that sectoral policies have differing degrees of cross thematic
coherence, often with mismatched priorities and differing the paths towards achieving climate change goal. They are somewhat
coherent in addressing immediate disaster management issues rather than in climate adaptation. In some cases, they are too
broad and complicated and the implementation suffers from barriers and limits due to lack of capacity, investment, research
and knowledge needed for evidence-based policy process. They do not adequately provide operational guidance in supporting
communities in adapting to climate change. The study recommends to a) embrace longer-term cross-sectoral planning within
government structures to foster greater policy coherence and integrated adaptation planning, b) increase awareness and flow
of information on the potential role of communities in climate change, c) review the existing development sectors from the
climate change perspectives, and d) formulate a comprehensive climate change legislation based on the need to implement the
new Constitution.
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