
Webster´s Spelling Book: A Product of Language-in-Education Policies in the
United States in the Early 1800s

Authors : Virginia Andrea Garrido Meirelles
Abstract : Noah Webster was a lexicographer and a language reformer and is considered the ‘Father of American Scholarship
and Education’ because of the exceptional contributions he made as a teacher and grammarian. The goal of this study is to
show that the success of his plan can be explained by the fact that it matched the language-in-education policies of his time. To
accomplish that goal the present study analyzes the Massachusetts School Laws of 1642, 1647 and 1648 and compares them to
the preface of the first edition of The Grammatical Institute of the English Language. The referred laws were three legislative
acts enacted in the Massachusetts Colony and replicated almost identically in the other New England colonies. The purpose of
those laws was to eradicate pauperism and poverty, on the one side, and to disseminate the idea of right citizenship, on the
other. However, until the Declaration of Independence in 1776, all the primers used in the colony were printed in Britain. In
1783, Noah Webster published the first part of his Grammatical Institute of the English Language. In this book, the author
states that his goal is to promote the republican principles that guide the civil rights of that time. The material included many
texts taken from the Bible to inspire aversion to inadequate behavior and preference for service and good manners. In addition,
its goal was to present ‘a new plan of reducing the pronunciation of our language to an easy standard,’ and in that way, create
a unified language to abolish ignorance and language corruption. The comparison between the laws and Webster’s Spelling
Book shows that the book is the result of the historical and political situation when it was conceived and it satisfied the
requirements of the language-in-education policies of the time.
Keywords : American English, language policy, the Massachusetts school laws, webster's spelling book
Conference Title : ICLPLP 2018 : International Conference on Language Policy and Language Planning
Conference Location : Rome, Italy
Conference Dates : March 05-06, 2018

World Academy of Science, Engineering and Technology
International Journal of Cognitive and Language Sciences

Vol:12, No:03, 2018

O
pe

n 
Sc

ie
nc

e 
In

de
x,

 C
og

ni
tiv

e 
an

d 
La

ng
ua

ge
 S

ci
en

ce
s 

Vo
l:1

2,
 N

o:
03

, 2
01

8 
pu

bl
ic

at
io

ns
.w

as
et

.o
rg

/a
bs

tr
ac

ts
/8

11
01

.p
df

ISNI:0000000091950263International Scholarly and Scientific Research & Innovation 12(03) 2018 1

https://publications.waset.org/abstracts/81101.pdf

