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Abstract : Kazakhstan is the eight largest country on the globe, in terms of the territory, it is rich in natural resources and is
developing dynamically. Kazakhstan strives to become one of the top 30 global economies by 2050. This goal preconditions
intensive reforms in all sectors of economy, including higher education. This paper focuses on the higher education funding
reforms that take place in Kazakhstan and their alignment with the strategic goals of national development. Currently, the
government funds higher education costs for only a limited number of students while the majority of students pay full cost
covering tuition fees. Only students with high examination scores at the end of the secondary education are eligible to be
admitted to publically funded study places in higher education. While this merit-based higher education funding model is
overall well-received in the country, there is also a discourse calling to change the existing approach of higher education
funding. This paper draws on interviews with national policy makers and leadership at institutions of higher education in
Kazakhstan collected during 2016.  It  seeks to answer a question about how well  the current higher education funding
mechanism is aligned with the strategic development goals in higher education. The paper discusses how stakeholders see the
fit between the current higher education funding mechanism and the ability of higher education institutions to achieve the aims
of national strategic development.
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