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Abstract : Dhiyan or Dehan is the name of the community and language spoken by the Koch-Rajbangshi people of Barak Valley
of Assam. Ethnically, they are Mongoloids, and their language belongs to the Indo-Aryan language family. However, Dhiyan is
absent in any classification of Indo-Aryan languages. So the classification of Dhiyan language under the Indo-Aryan language
family is completely based on the shared typological features of the other Indo-Aryan languages. Typologically, Dhiyan is an
agglutinating language, and it shares many features of Indo-Aryan languages like presence of aspirated voiced stops, non-tonal,
verb-person agreement, adjectives as different word class, prominent tense and subject object verb word order. Reduplication
is a productive word-formation process in Dhiyan. Besides it also expresses plurality, intensification, and distributive.
Generally, reduplication in Dhiyan can be at the morphological or lexical level. Morphological reduplication in Dhiyan involves
expressives which includes onomatopoeias, sound symbolism, idiophones, and imitatives. Lexical reduplication in the language
can be formed by echo formations and word reduplication. Echo formation in Dhiyan is formed by partial repetition from the
base word which can be either consonant alternation or vowel alternation. The consonant alternation is basically found in onset
position while the alternation of vowel is basically found in open syllable particularly in final syllable. Word reduplication
involves reduplication of nouns, interrogatives, adjectives, and numerals which further can be class changing or class
maintaining reduplication. The process of reduplication can be partial or complete whether it is lexical or morphological. The
present paper is an attempt to describe some aspects of the formation, function, and usage of reduplications in Dhiyan which is
mainly spoken in ten villages in the Eastern part of Barak River in the Cachar District of Assam.
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