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Abstract : The present study initially focused on the frequency of phrasal verbs used by Iranian learners of English. The
results then needed to be compared to the findings from native speaker corpora. After the extraction of phrasal verbs from
learner and native-speaker corpora the findings were analysed. The results showed that Iranian learners avoided using phrasal
verbs in many cases. Some of the findings proved to be significant. It was also found that the learners used the single-word
counterparts of the avoided phrasal verbs to compensate for their lack of knowledge in many cases. Semantic complexity and
Lack of L1 counterpart may have been the main reasons for avoidance, but despite the avoidance phenomenon, the learners
displayed a tendency to use many other phrasal verbs which may have been due to the increase in the number of multi-word
verbs in Persian. The overall scores confirmed the fact that the language produced by the learners illustrates signs of more
formal style in comparison with the native speakers of English by using less phrasal verbs and more formal single word verbs
instead.
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