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Abstract : The standard view of lay people in the Philippine society is that young children do not lie and that if they do, their
lies are easily detectable. The present study investigated the deceptive behaviors of 373 children aged 2-8 using the temptation
resistance paradigm. Children were instructed that they will participate in a game where they are to guess the color of a candy
placed inside a downward facing cup. After the instruction was given to them, they are left alone in a room with the cup on top
of a table for 15 minutes. The researcher observed the number of children who peeked at the card as well as number of those
who confessed to the said act. Age, gender, IQ, and having autism seem to influence the frequency of peeking and confession of
the participants.
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