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Abstract : The study pays special attention to the definition of the psychological potential of a specialist-defectologist, which
determines his desire to increase the level of his or her professional competence. The group included participants of the
educational environment – an additional professional program 'Technologies of psychological and pedagogical assistance for
children with complex developmental disabilities' implemented by the department of defectology and clinical psychology of the
KFU jointly  with  the  Support  Fund for  the  Deafblind  people  'Co-Unity'.  The  purpose  of  our  study  was  to  identify  the
psychological aspects of the readiness of the specialist-defectologist to his or her professional development. The study assessed
the indicators of  psychological  preparedness,  and its  four components were taken into account:  motivational,  cognitive,
emotional and volitional. We used valid and standardized tests during the study. As a result of the factor analysis of data
received (from Extraction Method:  Principal  Component  Analysis,  Rotation Method:  Varimax with  Kaiser  Normalization,
Rotation converged in 12 iterations), there were identified three factors with maximum factor load from 24 indices, and their
correlation coefficients with other indicators were taken into account at the level of reliability p ≤ 0.001 and p ≤ 0.01. Thus the
system making factor was determined – it’s a 'motivation to achieve success'; it formed a correlation galaxy with two other
factors: 'general internality' and 'internality in the field of achievements', as well as with such psychological indicators as
'internality in the field of family relations', 'internality in the field of interpersonal relations 'and 'low self-control-high self-
control' (the names of the scales used is the same as names in the analysis methods. In conclusion of the article, we present
some proposals to take into account the psychological model of readiness of specialists-defectologists for their professional
development, to stimulate the growth of their professional competence. The study has practical value for all providers of
special  education  and  organizations  that  have  their  own  specialists-defectologists,  teachers-defectologists,  teachers  for
correctional  and  ergotherapeutic  activities,  specialists  working  in  the  field  of  correctional-pedagogical  activity  (speech
therapists) to people with special needs who need true professional support.
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