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Abstract : Strategic partnerships are a core requirement in delivering sustainable tourism for development in developing
nations like Papua New Guinea. This paper unveils the strategic partnerships for sustainable tourism development in Papua
New Guinea. Much emphasis is made among tourism stakeholders, on the importance of strategic partnership and positioning
in developing sustainable tourism development. This paper engages stakeholders’ ecotourism differentiation and power
relations in the discussion of the paper through interviews and observations with tourism stakeholders in Papua New Guinea.
Collaborative approaches in terms of sustaining the tourism industry, having a milestone of achieved plans, are needed for
tourism growth and development. This paper adds a new insight to the body of knowledge on stakeholders’ identification,
formation, power relations and an integrated approach to successful tourism development. In order to achieve responsible
tourism planning and management outcomes, partnerships must be holistic in perspective and based on sustainable
development principles.
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