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Abstract : The development of tourism depends on an accurate planning approach as well as on the right planning process.
This dependency is also a key factor in ensuring sustainability of tourism. The types of tourism, social expectations, planning
practice, the socio-economic and the cultural structure of the region are determinants of planning approaches for tourism
development. The tourism plans prepared for the historic city centers are usually based on the revitalization of cultural and
historical values. The preservation and development of the tourism potentials of the historic city centers are important for
providing an economic contribution to the locality, creating livable solutions for local residents and also the sustainability of
tourism. This research is about experiencing and discussing a planning approach that will provide tourism development based
on historical and cultural values. Historical and cultural values in the historical city center of Trabzon -which has a settlement
history of approximately 4000 years, is located on the Black Sea coast of Turkey- wear out over years and lose their tourism
potential. A planning study has been experienced with strategic spatial planning approach for Trabzon, which has not done a
tourism-oriented planning study until now. The stages of the planning process provided by strategic spatial planning approach
are an assessment of the current situation; vision, strategies, and actions; action planning; designing and implementation of
actions and monitoring-evaluation. In the discussion section, the advantages, planning process, methods and techniques of the
approach are discussed for the possibilities and constraints in terms of tourism planning. In this context, it is aimed to put forth
tourism planning process,  stages,  and implementation tools  within  the scope of  strategic  spatial  planning approach by
comparing approaches used in the tourism-oriented/priority planning of historical city centers. Suggestions on the position and
effect of the preferred planning approach in the existing spatial planning practice are the outputs of the study.
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