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Abstract : Air pollution is one of the major environmental problems that have gained importance in all over the world. Air
pollution is a problem for all of us. The present study was conducted to explore the people’s perception level and awareness of
air pollution in selected areas of Mymensingh in Bangladesh. Health impacts of air pollution also studied through personal
interview and structured questionnaire. The relationship of independent variables (age, educational qualification, family size,
residence and communication exposure) with the respondent’s perception level and awareness of air pollution (dependent
variable) was studied to achieve the objectives of the study. About 600 respondents were selected randomly from six sites for
collecting data during the period of July 2016 to June 2017. Pearson’s product-moment correlation coefficients were computed
to examine the relationship between the concerned variables. The results revealed that about half (46.67%) of the respondents
had a medium level of perception and awareness about air pollution in their areas where 31.67 percent had low, and 21.67
percent had a high level. In rural areas of the study sites, 43.33 percent respondents had low, 50 percent had medium, and
only 6.67 percent had high perception and awareness on air pollution. In case of urban areas, 20 percent respondents had low,
43.33 percent had medium, and 36.67 percent had a high level of awareness and perception on air pollution. The majority of
the respondents (93.33 percent) were lacking of proper awareness about air pollution in rural areas while 63.33 percent in
urban areas.  Out  of  five  independent  variables,  three variables  such as-  educational  qualification,  residence status and
communication exposure had positive and significant relationship. Age of respondents had negative and significant relationship
with their awareness of air pollution where family size of the respondents had no significant relationship with their perception
and awareness of air pollution. Thousands of people live in urban areas where urban smog, particle pollution, and toxic
pollutants pose serious health concerns. But most of the respondents of the urban sites are not familiarize about the real
causes of air pollution. Respondents exposed higher level of experience for air pollutants, such as- irritation of the eyes,
coughing, tightness of chest and many health difficulties. But respondents of both rural and urban area hugely suffered such
health problems and the tendency of certain difficulties increased day by day. In this study, most of the respondents had lack of
knowledge on the causes of such health difficulties due to their lower perception level. Proper attempts should be taken to
raise literacy level, communication exposure to increase the perception and awareness of air pollution among the respondents
of the study areas. Extra care with above concerned fields should be taken to increase perception and awareness of air
pollution in rural areas.
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