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Abstract : The Global War on Terror which began after September 11, 2011, increased survivability of severe injuries
requiring varying trajectories of rehabilitation and recovery. The costs encompass physiologic, functional, social, emotional,
psychological, vocational and scholastic domains of life. The purpose of this poster is to inform private sector health care
practitioners and clinicians at various levels of the unique and long term dynamics of healthcare recovery for polytrauma, and
traumatic brain injured service members and veterans in the United States of America. Challenges include care delivery
between the private sector, the department of defense, and veterans affairs healthcare systems while simultaneously
supporting the dynamics of acute as well as latent complications associated with severe injury and illness. Clinical relevance,
subtleties of protracted recovery, and overwhelmed systems of care are discussed in the context of lessons learned and in
reflection on previous wars. Additional concerns for consideration and discussion include: the cost of protracted healthcare,
various U.S. healthcare payer systems, lingering community reintegration challenges, ongoing care giver support, the rise of
veterans support groups and the development of private sector clinical partnerships.
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