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Abstract : Malaysia's poverty eradication program is a long-term plan that was initially implemented by the government after
the riots of the races on May 13, 1969. The incident broke out due to the huge economic gap between the majority of
Malaysians,Malays and non-Malays minorities. As a result of the event, the government drafted the New Economic Policy(NEP)
in 1970 to reduce the differences in economic status among races in Malaysia. At the end of this policy period (NEP) in 1990,
the incidence of poverty in Malaysia was around 6.5 per cent. The incidence of poverty in Malaysia continued to decline to 0.6
per cent (2014) through some other policy after the NEP. The decline in poverty has been the result of the government's efforts
to  implement  the  New  Economic  Policy  (1970-1990),  National  Development  Policy  (1991-2000),  NationalVision  Policy
(2001-2010),  and  National  Transformation  Policy  (2011-2020).This  article  also  explains  the  meaning,  concepts  and
measurements of poverty in order to identify the Poverty Level and measure the Poverty Index using various dimensions. This
explanation is very important for a country like Malaysia who has some people living below the poverty line. In such a context,
an effective poverty eradication policy can benefit the poor.Consequently, this article examines the continuing involvement of
the government and non-governmental organizations through the empowerment program of the hardcore poor to change their
lifestyle and culture as well as the vicious circle of poverty is indispensable to ensure that poverty eradication programs are in
line with current economic and social changes. In addition, the involvement of non-governmental organizations and the State
Islamic  Religious  Council  to  provide  assistance  to  the  poor  is  appropriate  as  the  institution  has  its  own  distinctive
interpretation of poverty to determine the type of assistance, criteria and so on to enable the rights of the poor to be ensured
and protected.
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