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Abstract : Although international criminal law has grown significantly in the last decades, it still remains fragmented and
lacks doctrinal cohesiveness. Its concept is described in the doctrine as highly disputable. There is no concrete definition of the
term. In the domestic doctrine, the problem of criminal law issues that arise in the international setting, and international
issues that arise within the national criminal law, is underdeveloped both theoretically and practically. To the best of author’s
knowledge, there are no studies describing international aspects of criminal law in a comprehensive manner, taking a more
expansive view of the subject.  This paper presents results of a part of the doctoral research, undertaking a theoretical
framework of the international criminal law. It aims at sorting out the existing terminology on international aspects of criminal
law.  It  demonstrates  differences  between the  notions  of  international  criminal  law,  criminal  law international  and  law
international criminal. It confronts the notion of criminal law with related disciplines and shows their interplay. It specifies the
scope of international criminal law. It diagnoses the current legal framework of international aspects of criminal law, referring
to both criminal law issues that arise in the international setting, and international issues that arise in the context of national
criminal law. Finally, de lege lata postulates were formulated and direction of changes in international criminal law was
proposed.  The adopted research hypothesis  assumed that the notion of  international  criminal  law was inconsistent,  not
understood uniformly, and there was no conformity as to its place within the system of law, objective and subjective scopes,
while  the domestic  doctrine did not  correspond with international  standards and differed from the worldwide doctrine.
Implemented research methods included inter alia a dogmatic and legal method, an analytical method, a comparative method,
as well as desk research.
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