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Abstract : Entrepreneurship is widely associated and seen as a vehicle for economic growth; however, different scholars have
studied entrepreneurship from various perspectives, resulting in multiple definitions. It is surprising to know most
entrepreneurship definition does not incorporate growth as part of their definition of entrepreneurship. Economic growth is
engineered by the activities of the entrepreneurs. The purpose of the present theoretical study is to explore the working
practices of the successful entrepreneurs towards achieving business growth by understanding the experiences of the
entrepreneur using the Theory of Planned Behaviour (TPB) as a lens. Ten successful entrepreneurs in the North West of
England in various business sectors were interviewed using semi-structured interview method. The recorded audio interviews
transcribed and subsequently evaluated using the thematic deductive technique (qualitative approach). The themes were
examined using Theory of Planned Behaviour to ascertain the presence of the three intentional antecedents (attitude,
subjective norms, and perceived behavioural control). The findings categorised in two folds, firstly, it was observed that the
three intentional antecedents, which make up Theory of Planned Behaviour were evident in the transcript. Secondly, the
entrepreneurs are most concerned with achieving a state of freedom and realising their visions and ambitions. Nevertheless,
the entrepreneur employed these intentional antecedents to enhance business growth. In conclusion, the work presented here
showed a novel way of understanding the working practices and experiences of the entrepreneur using the theory of planned
behaviour in qualitative approach towards enhancing business growth. There exist few qualitative studies in entrepreneurship
research. In addition, this work applies a novel approach to studying the experience of the entrepreneurs by examining the
working practices of the successful entrepreneurs in the North-West England through the lens of the theory of planned
behaviour. Given the findings regarding TPB as a lens in the study, the entrepreneur does not differentiate between the
categories of the antecedents reasonably sees them as processes that can be utilised to enhance business growth.

Keywords : business growth, experience, interpretive, theory of planned behaviour

Conference Title : ICEIM 2018 : International Conference on Entrepreneurship and Innovation Management

Conference Location : Paris, France

Conference Dates : February 19-20, 2018

International Scholarly and Scientific Research & Innovation 12(02) 2018 1 ISNI:0000000091950263


https://publications.waset.org/abstracts/79891.pdf

