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Abstract : Creative industries are an important sector of growth and development of knowledge economies. They have a
positive impact on employment, economic growth, export and the quality of life in the areas where they are developed. Creative
sectors  include  architecture,  design,  advertising,  publishing,  music,  film,  television  and  radio,  video  games,  visual  and
performing arts and heritage. Following the positive trends of development of creative industries on the global and European
level, this paper analyzes creative industries in general and specific characteristics of creative entrepreneurship. Special focus
in this paper is put on the influence of the information communication technology on the development of new creative business
models and protection of the intellectual property rights. One part of the paper is oriented on the analysis of the status of
creative industries and creative entrepreneurship in Croatia. The main objective of the paper is by using the statistical analysis
of creative industries in Croatia and information gained during the interviews with entrepreneurs, to make conclusions about
potentials and development of creative industries in Croatia. Creative industries in Croatia are at the beginning of their
development and growth strategy still does not exist at the national level. Statistical analysis pointed out that in 2015 creative
enterprises made 9% of all enterprises in Croatia, employed 5,5% of employed people and their share in GDP was 4,01%.
Croatian creative entrepreneurs are building competitive advantage using their  creative resources and creating specific
business models. The main obstacles they meet are lack of business experience and impossibility of focusing on the creative
activities only. In their business, they use digital technologies and are focused on export. The conclusion is that creative
industries in Croatia have development potential, but it is necessary to take adequate measures to use this potential in a right
way.
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