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Abstract : The present study explored the role of caste system in determining and understanding the positive and negative
impact of within caste marriages. It analyzed various rituals and concept of dowry system across castes. Reasons for the
emphasis on within caste marriage were identified. Qualitative research method was used and for this purpose semi structured
interviews were conducted across four castes namely Arains, Jutts, Sayyads, and Kakezais. The sample consisted of eight
individuals including a male and female from each caste. Grounded theory method was used to analyze the results. Codes,
categories and themes were formulated. Findings revealed that rriage mrituals and dowry system varied across biradries.
Parents and grandparents still feel reluctant to marry outside their own caste. One major reason which appeared was that
while marrying across castes, individuals feel reluctant to marry in Jutts and Kakezais.  On the contrary, modernization,
education and urbanization is changing the mindset of new generation and some of them want to eradicate the negative
aspects of this system. This study will play a significant part in changing the traditional viewpoint of majority of elders of our
society who still have immense association with the caste they belong to.
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