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Abstract : The exogenous modernization process in China and other late-coming countries, is not resulted from a gradual
growth of their own modernity features, but a conscious response to external challenges. Under this context, it had been
equally important for Chinese cities to make themselves ‘Chinese’ as well as ‘modern’. Wuhan was the first opened inland
treaty port in late Qing Dynasty. In the following one hundred years, Wuhan transferred from a feudal town to a modern
industrial city. It is a good example to illustrate the urban construction and cultural heritage through the process and impact of
social transformation. An overall perspective on transformation will contribute to develop the city`s uniqueness and enhance
its  inclusive development.  The study chooses the history of  Wuhan from 1861 to 1957 as the study period.  The whole
transformation process will be divided into four typical periods based on key historical events, and the paper analyzes the
changes on urban structure and constructions activities in each period. Then, a lot of examples are used to compare the
features of Wuhan modern city heritage in the four periods. In this way, three characteristics of Wuhan modern city heritage
are summarized. The paper finds that globalization and localization worked together to shape the urban physical space
environment. For Wuhan, social transformation has a profound and comprehensive impact on urban construction, which can be
analyzed in the aspects of main construction, architecture style, location and actors. Moreover, the three towns of Wuhan have
a disparate cityscape that is reflected by the varied heritages and architecture features over different transformation periods.
Lastly, the protection regulations and conservation planning of heritage in Wuhan are discussed, and suggestions about the
conservation of Wuhan modern heritage are tried to be drawn. The implications of the study are providing a new perspective
on modern city heritage for cities like Wuhan, and the future local planning system and heritage conservation policies can take
into consideration the ‘Modern Cultural Transformation Route’ in this paper.
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