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Abstract : A serosurveillance study was conducted to detect the presence of antibodies to African swine fever virus (ASFV)
and Classical swine fever virus in pigs sampled from piggeries and Makurdi central slaughter slab in Benue State, Nigeria. 416
pigs from 74 piggeries across 12 LGAs and 44 pigs at the Makurdi central slaughter slab were sampled for serum. The sera
collected were analysed using Indirect Enzyme Linked Immunosorbent Assay (ELISA) test kit to test for antibodies to ASFV,
while competitive ELISA test kit was used to test for antibodies to CSFV. Of the 416 pigs from piggeries and 44 pigs sampled
from the slaughter slab, seven (1.7%) and six (13.6%), respectively, tested positive to ASFV antibodies and was significantly
associated (p &lt; 0.0001). Out of the 12 LGAs sampled, Obi LGA had the highest ASFV antibody detection rate of (4.8%) and
was significantly associated (p &lt; 0.0001). None of the samples tested positive to CSFV antibodies. The study concluded that
antibodies to CSFV were absent in the sampled pigs in piggeries and at the Makurdi central slaughter slab in Benue State,
while antibodies to ASFV were present in both locations; hence, the need to keep an eye open for CSF too since both diseases
may pose great risk in the study area. Further studies to characterise the ASFV circulating in Benue State and investigate the
possible sources is recommended. Routine surveillance to provide a comprehensive and readily accessible data base to plan for
the prevention of any fulminating outbreak is also recommended.
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